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The Pelican, giving her life-blood to feed 
her young, was aptly chosen by Cardinal 
Lavigerie, the Founder of the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa, for his 
coat-of-arms, with one word: 


CHARITY 


The whole life of a White Sister can be 
summed up in this word — LOVE 


LOVE FOR CHRIST 
to whom the Sisters are consecrated 
by Religious Profession 


LOVE FOR SOULS ... African Souls 


for whom Christ died and to whose salvation they, co-operators with Him, have 
dedicated their lives. 


INSPIRES 
L C) \/ E SUSTAINS 


DIVINISES 
the life of a Missionary Sister of Our Lady of Africa. 


In their missions the White Sisters conduct 50 hospitals, 47 maternity hospitals, 39 baby 
welfare centers, 112 dispensaries, 6 leprosaria and visit the sick in their homes. They also have 
orphanages and homes for the aged. Thus, through the care of the body, souls are won for God. 
Then for the moral and social education of the women and girls, the Sisters also conduct 57 work- 
rooms, 216 schools — primary, high and normal — catechetical classes at the missions and, to 
lead chosen souls to the Religious Life, 17 Native Novitiates. 


In order to maintain all these spiritual and corporal works of mercy, the White Sisters have 
recruiting houses and promotion work centers in Belgium, Canada, England, France, Germany, 


Holland, Switzerland and the United States. 
Any young girl who would like to become a White Sister, and thus attain her personal 
sanctification through active work for the evangelization of Africa, may apply to: 


White Sisters’ Novitiate 
R. R. 4, Box 207 
Belleville, Illinois 


Please address all other correspondence to: 


White Sisters’ Convent 
319 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen. N. J. 


—— 
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44 Mirsiouany's Aburiety 


IN THE SUDAN 


WILIGHT IS FALLING. The last glories of 
[the sunset are dying out! Bending over her 

rickety table the old Missionary Sister is 
wrapped up in her thoughts. Her eyes usually 
accustomed to rejoice in the beauties of nature, 
do not take notice of the moon beginning to 
play between the branches of the huge “dyala”’ 
opposite her window. Even the shrill cries of 
the little red bird hopping about the veranda 
do not disturb her reverie. 


What is the ardent Missionary’s anxiety? 
Is it an increase of work or the depressing 
climate that fatigues and enervates? Is it a 
deception or bad news? Oh! no, she is used 
to all that. Long years spent in the Sudan 
have taught her to bear the burning wind from 
the desert, near by, the long tiring days and the 
seasons of sleepless nights. As to deception and 
want of success, the old Missionary Sister is 
persuaded that they are necessary when one 
works for God. What then? 


What? Only a few minutes ago, the Apos- 
tolic Vicar of the Sudan, visited the little 
community of White Sisters at Segou. Sad at 
the prospect of the too restricted number of his 
apostolic workers, His Excellency spoke of the 
pressing needs of the Missions, of his projects 


for the future and of the necessity of increasing 
the works of charity. 

Several White Fathers had to leave the Su- 
dan to recover their impaired health. Those 
who remain are insufficient for the work. More 
Sisters are also needed. But alas! Every earnest 
desire, every plan to open new Missions and to 
develop the existing ones seem to disappear 
before the two specters of the Missions: THE 
WANT OF MISSIONARIES AND THE 
LACK OF MEANS. 

Time waits for no one! Eternity begins for 
every one of these neglected souls that pass each 
day through its awful gate. “What are the 
workers waiting for, why do they not come?” 

This is enough to cause despondency to a 
soul-thirsty heart who sees what could be done, 
If — if — . In this mood of thought lies the 
secret of the aged Sister's pensiveness. 

To speak of Segou alone, how many little 
angels have flown to heaven since the Sisters 
have arrived! How much misery and pain 
alleviated by the daily visit to the native huts 
where the sick, surrounded with filth and 
squalor, with nothing but a dirty mat for a bed, 
are comforted by the Missionary’s help, her 
consoling words and by the hope of a better 


{ Please turn to page 3 } 


Thousands like these must be taught to know and love God. 
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THE GREAT WANT 


E HAD LEFT TUNIS at dawn and were 
/ riding through a beautiful country. Every- 
thing was bathed in sunshine: the far-off 
mountains, the rocky beds of the dried-up streams, 
the undulating plains entrancing with the soft 
green of the olive trees and the darker tone of the 
giant eucalyptus or the rich, brown where the 
earth had been turned over by the ploughman, and 
overhead the blue sky of Tunis! 

Next to us in the train was a family of Bedouins, 
a mother with a little boy in her arms and a little 
girl of perhaps six, clinging to her skirt. We felt 
that they were studying us. They know that in the 
Sisters’ hearts there is kindness for the Arabs for 
whom they have left their country and loved ones. 

“Babassat?” (You are Sisters?) asked the mother 
and the conversation began. 

“And you, what is your name? What part of 
the country do you come from, and where are you 
going? No doubt, these are your children; how 
are they? Are you well? And your husband, what 
does he do?” 


More workrooms 
are needed 
for the 
moral uplifting 
of the 
Mohammedan 


girls. 


She answered the questions simply, one by one, 
leaving us to piece together the story of her life: 
the tent in the desert; the young husband suffering 
from a lingering illness, and dying in the hospital, 
far away in the great city; the mother and children 
living in want until the day a brother-in-law — 
the new Lord and master — arrived to claim his 
deceased brother’s wife and children as his inheri- 
tance; their unwelcome reception by the mistress 
of the tent, and the hardships that followed. 


Poor woman, her appearance showed her poverty: 
her face was pale and wan; her blue dress was 
faded; and the silver brooches, bracelets and ank- 
lets, so dear to an Arab woman’s heart, were gone. 


At our words of pity and consolation, she 
shrugged her shoulders hopelessly and her silence 
seemed to recall the events of a sad past, the fear 
of a gloomy present and future without joy. But 
the Sisters were more interesting at present than 
her misfortune, and quite at ease, she asked: 


“And you Sisters, where do you come from?” 


; ae come from Carthage. Do you know where 
it is?” 

“No, it is very far away. What do you do there? 
Do you nurse the sick?” 

“No, not I, but there are Sisters who do. I teach 
little girls like yours. They come every day to 
learn to make carpets, lace, embroidery and_bas- 
kets. They earn money in this way, even the little 
ones, and when they are older they work at home. 
You see, with us they learn to work and they 
learn to be good. Do you understand?” 

“Te. 

“Can your little girl do any of these things?” 

“No.” 

“Would you like to send her to the Sisters?” 

“Yes, | would indeed.” 

“Are there Sisters in your part of the country?” 

“Bledi? Bla chey!” (My country? Nothing 
there!) 

We understood the significance of these two 
words: “Bla chey” and the expressive gesture which 


a, ° 


accompanied them, “Nothing there!” It is the sad 
lament which rises silently from each village lying 
on the plains, from the mountain huts, from the 
vast expanses of land, however rich they may be 
in pasture and sunshine; from the little shepherds 
on the hills, from the groups of children at their 
play and the women at their toil! It is the cry 
of want! 

Want of the truth, want of charity and sympa- 
thy, blessed flowers which bloom in other lands 
but whose seed has not been sown in theirs. There 
are no hospitals for the sick and dying, no schools 
to keep the children from the evil influence of their 
surroundings, no workrooms in which to learn and 
earn an honest living. 

Do Catholics realize the need of these unhappy 
people? If they did, would there not be more to 
answer the call of Christ who “seeing the multi- 
tudes, He had compassion on them: because they 
were distressed, and lying like sheep that have 
no shepherd.” (St. Matthew IX, 36) 


Sister Marie Guenole, W. S. 
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A Missionary’s Anxiety 


{ Concluded } 


life to be opened to them by the sacrament of 
Baptism. 


The natives have no pity for the sick and 
the aged whom they consider a burden. There- 
fore, they are abandoned and left to die. That 
is why, every now and then, repulsive sick 
persons, already at death’s door, rejected and 
cast aside by all, come to the Mission claiming 
the shelter that, they feel certain, will not be 
refused. 


“Away over there among the green trees are 
white women,” they were told: “women who 
care for the afflicted; women who are always 
merciful.” 


And without knowing more, the unfortunate 
beings drag their weary limbs a long way in 
search of this refuge. After several days of 
suffering, brightened by the hope of a happy 
eternity they are given to foresee, they peace- 
fully pass away, after having asked for Bap- 
tism. The work of God! Yes, but God makes 
use of His creatures and He reserves enviable 
consolations for His Missionaries in their apos- 
tolic labors. 


And the school! Who can gauge the amount 
of good wrought through it? Even the Mos- 
lems send their sons, and the pagans from the 
outlying villages come in large numbers. 
Through the children we may reach the parents. 
They willingly come to us with their difficulties 
and call on us for their sick. 


Above all we try to raise the minds of the 
children toward God, hoping there may be 
found some sacerdotal souls among them. 
Already, a few little boys with candid and pure 
characteristic appearances have confided in the 
Sister’s ear: “Sister, I want to learn Latin 
‘because I want to be a priest.” 


Are not the children of today the future 
hope of the Mission and shall we ever ade- 
quately understand the importance of giving 
them a serious religious training ? 


At the workroom the girls find occupation 
until their marriage. From their tender age we 
try to initiate them into manual work according 
to their fitness. Owing to their love of liberty 
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joined to the natural apathy of their black 
nature, it is not always an easy task. Little 
Moslems and pagans are among the workers. 
But we can teach them, alas, only the simple 
lessons in moral. We would like to hasten 
their conversion and see, at their necks, crosses 
instead of amulets. Oh yes, we hope the Su- 
dan will soon be won over but Missionaries 
are needed! 


The natives must be taught to know and love 
God and live according to His will; they must 
be taught the necessity of work and discipline. 
The little children who have not yet been 
tainted by Moslemism must be kept intact. The 
women must find help and consolation. In a 

vord, the whole country must be brought under 
the reign of Christ our King. 


WHO WOULD NOT LIKE TO HELP? 
WHO WOULD REJECT THE GREAT 
HAPPINESS OF BEING A MISSIONARY? 


Sr. Marie Rodriquez, W. S. 
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Studying the Arab People at Tunis 


N HER PROFESSION DAY, the new White 
C) Sister thinks happily, and with deepfelt 

emotion, of the souls who are waiting 
for her and with whom she will soon be in 
contact. 

For some it will mean specifically the Mos- 
lems of Northern Africa, whom the young pro- 
fessed sister may already have learned to love 
and for whom she prays and makes sacrifices. 
But she yearns for the day when she will 
mingle with them and know them individually. 

She has become aware of their thirst for the 
divine truths which she possesses, and she 
eagerly awaits the time when she will be able 
to share her knowledge and blessings with them. 

She feels drawn towards the Arab people 
and repeats incessantly the words that she 
knows will bring hope and courage to their 
hearts. 

She is so near and yet so far, this young 
inexperienced sister. An abyss of limitless 
depth separates her from them because of the 
differences of civilization, religious beliefs and 
language. She finds it impossible to penetrate 
within the shell that has been formed by their 
secular tradition, for these reasons. 

That is why it is necessary for the young 
sister to attend the school in Tunis. If the 
purpose of the novitiate had been to raise her 
heart and mind to God, the years of study at 
Tunis reveals how she might share her blessings 
with her Mohammedan sisters. She learns how 
to approach them, and to speak their language 
with all the flourish and expression it requires. 

The Arabic tongue is anything but easy. It 
is well conceived to discourage the Occidental 
who wants to approach a subject according to 
a systematic study of rules. He also has a 
tendency to associate words with those taken 
from the Greek or Latin, which does not hold 
true in Arabic. After a great deal of effort and 
with the help of a good memory, however, the 
young sister can acquire a certain amount of 
vocabulary within a year’s time. But then, a 
greater difficulty than the first presents itself, 
namely the pronunciation. 

The Arabic alphabet contains sounds that 
are specific to the language. The first months of 
study are spent repeating these over and over. 
Making a sound come from the lips instead of 
from the throat, may change the entire meaning 
of a word. It is an accomplishment in itself to 
acquire an car for the gutteral sounds which 
are so new to the Westerner. At first one does 
not understand anything that is read during the 


hours of Arabic lecture; it is a jumble of sound. 
But little by little they resolve themselves into 
words and, in time, one can grasp the sense of 
what is being read. 

The meaning of a word is often determined 
by the emphasis given to one particular syllable, 
its musical tone or duration in relation to sub- 
sequent sounds. A young sister sometimes puts 
all her effort into learning one sentence which 
she plans to use on her first visit to an Arab 
family. After practising it over and over until 
she believes it to be sheer perfection, she often 
meets with a blank expression from the person 
on whom she tries it and with, ‘I do not have 
the least idea what you are trying to say.” 

But by the force of her courage and perse- 
verance, and the help of God, she is able to 
understand and speak quite well by the end of 
the second year. She feels amply repaid for 
all her efforts when an Arab says to her: ‘Your 
words fall sweet as honey on my ears and my 
heart is glad within. Though I was sad when 
you came, you have filled me with joy . 
like the joy that the sun gives when it rises in 
the morning to dispel the darkness of the 
night. I love to listen to the things you tell; 
please speak more to me... What joy the 
sister then feels, knowing she has brought 
comfort and joy to the heart of an Arab by 
speaking the words that they love to hear. 

The hospitality of the Moslem facilitates the 
task of the sister and she spreads happiness by 
distributing the proverbs and pictures which 
they love to receive. She knows a great deal 
about their folklore and sayings which in 
Oriental countries, hold an important place. 
She has become accustomed to their poetic 
means of expression and finds it to be quite 
charming. She has learned, too, the formulas 
and mannerisms which they consider to be 
indispensable to politeness, as the complicated 
ritual to extend one’s welcome or bid adieu. 

She is always ready and eager to learn more 
about the Oriental temperament . . . to try to 
understand and adjust herself to it and to 
appreciate all that she finds to be praiseworthy 
in it. Every day she takes it upon herself to 
become a bit more like her Mohammedan sisters 
. . . to think as they think, or at least to be able 
to follow their line of thought, to use their 
mannerisms and little by little to transform her 
Occidental character into that of an Oriental. 

* * * & x 


It is not sufficient, however, to know the 
{ Please turn to page 12 } 
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The SPIRIT of the White Scsters 


ROM TIME TO TIME young souls who feel 
Fratesacted to missionary work and are inter- 

ested in the White Sisters ask for informa- 
tion concerning the life-work and purpose of 
the Congregation. It is for their instruction 
that we write this brief survey. 


Each religious Order or Congregation has its 
own particular spirit just as each individual has 
his own personality and even as each of the 
elect has its own physiognomy. All God's works 
bear this two-fold character of infinite variety 
yet perfect unity. 


The various Religious Orders and Congrega- 
tions exist for one purpose: THE GLORY OF 
GOD which they strive to attain in two ways: 
THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE MEM- 
BERS AND THE FULFILLMENT OF THE 
SPECIFIC AIM OF THE INSTITUTE 


whether it be teaching, the care of the sick or 
the poor, or missionary work. 
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It is in the pursuit of its aim that an insti- 
tute reveals the spirit which animates it. True, 
many Orders and Congregations exist for the 
same purpose but, on examination, we note dif- 
ferences either in their manner of tending 
toward their aim or their view of that aim and 
in the kind of life the Religious live. It is this 
ensemble of tastes, inclinations, manner of 
thinking and acting which constitutes what is 
called the “Spirit’’ of an institute. 

The future of a Religious Order or Congre- 
gation depends on the preservation of its 
Spirit. Hence this spirit which has been 
engendered by the Founder must be maintained 
at any cost. 


It is always the Holy Ghost who recruits the 
volunteers for an Order or Congregation. 
Sometimes we think that we have made the 
choice of a certain Order or Congregation for 
our life work but in reality it is God who has 
chosen us. The Gospel confirms this belief. 
God calls and at the same time implants in the 
soul, a whole ensemble of attractions which 
predispose it to become impregnated with the 
Spirit of the Order or Congregation; so that, 
once the call has been heeded, the soul tastes 
that joy which each creature experiences at 
being in its own element. 

The Congregation of the Missionary Sisters 
of Our Lady of Africa has therefore its own 
Spirit, too, which it received from its founder, 
Cardinal Lavigerie. 


In the first place it aims at glorifying God by 
the sanctification of its members and by Mis- 
sionary zeal especially by zeal for these Mis- 
sions in the interior of Africa. It is this last 
mentioned purpose which gives the Congrega- 
tion its distinctive trait and assigns it its role of 
Christian Charity and apostolic zeal among the 
women of Africa. 


To sum up, the characteristics of its spirit are: 
1. Love of the interior life — which is mani- 
fested by great care to preserve this precious 
treasure amid the distracting labors of the 
apostolate. 2. A more than ordinary devoted- 
ness to God, to Mary and the souls of the 
unfortunate infidels of Africa — as the Direc- 
tory points out. 


As for this extraordinary devo- 
tion it is shown: 1. By a perfect 
obedience to all God's representa- 
tives from the Holy Father the 
Pope, Christ’s Vicar on earth, down 
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to the last Superior. 2. By great generosity in embracing the privations and fatigues of 
the Apostolic Life, which entails practising poverty in lodging, furniture, clothing, 


food, etc. 


The distinctive mark of the Congregation has three more traits SIMPLICITY, 
CORDIALITY, in the intercourse of the Sisters among themselves, and in_ their 


relations with their Superiors; also VIRILITY. 


A few thoughts from our Founder will throw some light on the special spirit 


that he infused into the Congregation at its inception. 

Being an ardent apostle, himself, he realized the necessity 
of holiness for a missionary vocation. 

“All, absolutely all, depends on the intensity of our 
spiritual life and we shall neither convert nor sanctity anyone 
unless we begin by working courageously at our own 
sanctification.” 

“Only at death shall I cease preaching to you the neces- 
sity of personal sanctification and only then shall I cease 
warning you against the danger of allowing yourself to become 
so engrossed in exterior works as to lose sight of God and 
your soul.” 

“The Missionary must be in the first place, a shining 
light by the holiness of his life, ior genuine zeal has its seat in 
the heart and is born of love of our Lord jesus Christ.” 

“The life of the missionary is a liie of devotedness. He 
must be all things to all men because he has said to the Lord 
of all: ‘I am all Thine.’ ” 

He, whose motto was but one word, * Charity” never 
ceased exhorting to love of neighbor. 

“Treat children with great kindness so as to win 
their hearts.” 

“Nurse the sick with faith.” 

“My daughters, go among the native women; enlighten 
them by your example: win their hearts by your charity, and 
instruct them by word of mouth.” 

Cardinal Lavigerie recognized the infallible signs of true 
devotedness, obedience first and foremost: 

“Obedience will be your distinctive virtue. Do not forget 
that your sanctification depends on it.” 

“Without obedience there is no real virtue, no graces 
from God, no apostolate is possible. But with perfect obedi- 
ence all this is assured.” 

Then, there is the cross in our daily work: 

“It is only in knowing how to suffer much without being 
discouraged and without complaining that you can triumph 
over obstacles.” 

“My daughters, I would not have you draw back from 
any suffering; not even from death, when there is question of 
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The White Sisters venerate Our Lady as | 
of each day their last prayer is directed 
SANCTA MARIA. 

The life of a White Sister is one of devo 
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dy as their special Patron. At the close 


rected to Mary in singing the anthem, 


f devotedness to the Africans. She must 


md social needs to win them for Christ. 


advancing God's Kingdom.” 

“May God in His Goodness keep in you a spirit of generous joy. May He give 
you the strength to sacrifice everything, even yourselves, for the salvation of those 
unfortunate souls to whom He sends you.” 

Love of God and souls manifests itself by a life ever growing in intensity through 
union with Christ and devotedness to His members. And this is what Cardinal Lavigerie 
required of his children. Moreover, He wanted them to cherish devotion to Mary. 
“I have always hoped to see my daughters tenderly devoted to Mary and also 


sustained and guided by her.” 

“T have always been persuaded that I could effect no good 
without the intercession and protection of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. I believe that Missionaries can accomplish nothing 
without her help.” 

The Archbishop of Algiers who welcomed the first 
postulants that came from Brittany, in answer to his appeal 
September 8, 1869, inscribed in the first pages of the 
Constitutions: 

“In order to draw down upon itself protection from on 
high, this newly formed Congregation is placed under the 
patronage of Our Lady of Africa.” 

Devotion to the most Blessed Virgin Mary, a true, con- 
fiding devotion is considered a very special mark of the spirit 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. 

The Founder never ceased to exhort his sons and daugh- 
ters to practise humility, obedience, devotedness and the faith- 
ful discharge of their daily duties but more especially did he 
insist upon their mutual love for each other, so much so, that 
he gave as his last recommendation the one without which all 
ethers would be useless, the recommendation of the aged 
Apostle of Ephesus. 

“Love one another.” 

“Be of one heart and one soul. In this way only can you 
have the grace and the strength necessary to struggle against 
trial and difficulty.” 

This fraternal charity, which was the badge of the first 
Christians, Cardinal Lavigerie considered absolutely indispens- 
able for the success of the Apostolic work and he desired so 
carnestly to see it flourish among his children that he said, “If 
I could, I would kneel before each one of you to beg that this 
spirit be maintained interiorly and exteriorly.” 

He rejoiced that his motto ‘Charity’ would remain a con- 
stant reminder to his children to be revived each time that 
their gaze would fall on the name and the Coat of Arms of 
their Father. 

Such is in brief the spirit bequeathed to the Congregation 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. And what is 
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A good education is given to the girls to prepare them to take their proper place 
in family and social life. 


this spirit if not that of the Gospel? Love of 
God and of one’s neighbor sums up the whole 
law which Jesus Christ taught and of which He 
gave us the example from Bethlehem to Calvary 
in detachment, work and devotedness even to 
death in the cause of souls. 

Cardinal Lavigerie tells us: 


“The only law is the Gospel, Law of order 


and charity combined.” 


And since this law of the Gospel which 
sometimes commands, sometimes counsels is at 
present so bitterly opposed, so shamefully con- 
tradicted, may it at least be understood and 
practised by religious souls and missionaries! 


May it be so of you, White Sisters of 
tomorrow! 


Blessed are the 


Maria, a little negress, was preparing for 
her first confession. Sister noticed her wor- 
ried expression and went to help her: 

“Don’t be afraid, God is so good!” 


“I am not afraid,” replied little Maria, “but 
I have tried and tried and I can’t find 
any sins.” 

“Oh, if that’s all, come and I will help you 
to find some.” And Sister began a little 
examination of conscience: 


“Disobedience... ” 


“Oh, that would have caused mama too 
much pain. How could I have disobeyed her?” 


“Played in church . . . laughed with your 
companions—” 


“No,” ascertained Maria quite decidedly. 


Pure of Heart 


“When the others want to play, I move away 
from them.” 


“Told a lie—a little white lie—to escape 
punishment.” 
“To tell a lie and grieve Jesus! Never!” 


The examination continued for a moment 
but Maria could find no sins. 


Sister was a little perplexed; she sent the 
child to the Father Superior with an explana- 
tory note saying that she seemed very sincere. 


Maria was only a short time gone when 
she returned beaming with joy. She was to 
make her First Communion on the morrow. 
In sharing the child’s happiness, Sister also 
rejoiced in thinking of the joy of our Lord 
on entering the pure heart of this child. 


Mother Aloyse 
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FROM St. MARY’S TO KISA 


After a year of special Missionary training at 
St. Mary's, Sr. Francesca Clare (Nora Indeli- 
cato from Everett, Mass.) gives an account of 
her trip to Kisa, in the Southern part of Tan- 
ganyika Territory. 


T LAST, I have reached the Mission in which 
A Our Lord wishes me to serve Him. We had 

a very interesting, as well as instructive, 
flight on the Missionary Plane from Marseilles to 
Tabora, Tanganyika Territory. From there we 
went by train and bus to Kisa. 


At Marseilles I had the great joy of meeting my 
own sister, also a White Sister, who will leave 
soon for Central Africa. Sister Virginia Marie 
accompanied us to the Airport. 


We arrived in Rome the same evening, where 
we were met by a White Father, who would be 
our guide on the morrow to show us the Vatican 
City. The next morning we assisted at Mass and 
“made our meditation at St. Peter’s and then made 
-the tour of the Basilica. It was really beautiful 
and inspiring. In the afternoon all the missionaries 
aboard the plane united for an audience with our 
Holy Father. What happiness one experiences in 
seeing His Holiness. I will never forget the expres- 
sion on Our Holy Father’s face when he gave us 
his blessing and told us that it was also for all 
those we love. 


After this privilege, we were taken to visit Rome 
and Father explained to us the origin and history 
of the beautiful churches, the catacombs and the 
Colosseum. It certainly made us appreciate more 
our Faith and our missionary vocation. 


The next morning we had Mass on the plane 
up above the clouds, and in the evening we landed 
in Egypt. The following morning a few of the 
Sisters rode on camel back and the rest of us 
walked up to see the pyramids. All I could think 
about was that Mary and Joseph took the Child 
Jesus and fled into Egypt. And we were in this 
same Egypt! 

In the late afternoon we arrived at Khartum. 
One of our companions, a Verona Sister, asked us 
to accompany her to the Cathedral where her Sis- 
ters were located. We were very happy to go to 
visit the Blessed Sacrament. To our great surprise, 
we met the Verona Sisters on the way. Seeing a 
White Father in the Cathedral, they realized that 
the Missionary Plane must have landed and they 
came quickly to find our companion. We shared 
her joy at this unexpected meeting. While Sister 
went to the Convent, we said our prayers in the 
Cathedral. Then after Benediction, the Verona 
Sisters showed us their convent and told us of 
their works. The time passed too quickly and we 
and our companion had to say goodbye, thanking 
God for this pleasure. 

The next morning we had Mass at two o'clock 
and then were off again. On arriving at Entebbe, 
we were happy to find White Sisters waiting for us 
at the airport. They took us to Kisubi, one of our 
Missions where we were happy to visit all the 
works and made a quick trip to Nabingo, another 
Mission not too far away where we also received 
a warm welcome. While at Kisubi, newlyweds 
came to visit the Sisters. The little children sang 


songs for the bride and groom and presented them 
with a beautiful picture of Our Lady. The bride 
was dressed very much like a European. 


The next morning being Sunday, we were able to 
see the large congregation that assisted at an early 
Mass, and then our Sisters took us back to the air- 
port. Our next stop was at Tabora, where we were 
again greeted by our Sisters, who took us to the 
Mission. In the afternoon we went to the Mission 
Church for Benediction and the rosary. 


Mother Leocardi, our Vice-provincial, was at 
Tabora, and I passed a few days there before leav- 
ing for Kisa with her. My companions, who were 
going to Nyasa, left the next morning. 

During my stay at Tabora, I visited the sick at 
the hospital as well as all the mission works. 
Mother also sent me to Ndala with a native sister 
to meet the Sisters who were to finish their retreat. 
The Postulate for the African Congregation of 
Daughters of Mary is at Ndala, as well as a house 
of studies where the African Sisters are qualified 
to teach. They have thirty postulants at present. 
If only we could have as many in the States. 

Our journey from Tabora to Kisa was made by 
train and bus. We took a girl about twelve years 
old with us. She is in the first stage of leprosy 
and from Kisa will be taken to Kakete to the settle- 
ment for leprosy patients. She is a happy child 
and always smiling. 

After ten hours in the train, we arrived at Itigi, 
the terminus of the railroad. Then we passed a 
night in a bus and arrived at Chunya, where a 
White Father met us and took us to the Mission 
and also to see His Excellency, Bishop Siedle, who 
has his residence at this Mission. We could only 
spend about half an hour because the bus was to 
leave for Mbeya, where we arrived in the late 
afternoon. We were greeted this time by Miss 
Hencock, who is head of the Government School 
for native girls. We passed the night at her home. 

The next morning we assisted at Mass in a little 
mission chapel and then took the bus for Tukuyu, 
our last stop. On arriving in the afternoon, I was 
happy to find Mother Elise, my new Superior, 
waiting for us. Within an hour’s time we reached 
Kisa. The children gave us a real welcome and 
my name is now changed. I think they try to say 
“Francesca” but it is “Francisia’”’ when it comes 
out of their mouths. These children are very 
sweet and full of life. 

I have only been here a week now, but I am 
quite at home and extremely happy. In the morn- 
ing I give an English lesson to the African Sisters 
and four hours of each day I spend in studying 
Kiswahili, the language that is now being taught 
to all the children, though it is not the one spoken 
in all their villages. 

I have accompanied a sister in her visits at domi- 
cile to care for the sick, and Mother Elise has 
taken me to school several times. The children 
are very bright, and the African Sisters are also on 
the staff. Mother Elise is initiating me into my 
new missionary life. I have also been given charge 
of the sacristy. 

It is a real pleasure to see the Mission Church 
overcrowded with fervent Christians. I pray that 
there may be more like them. Our dear Lord 
receives much love and praise from these poor 
people who are rich in faith. How I thank God 
for my missionary vocation! 
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Sill Another. Ucssiou for the 
White Sésters 


or some time there has been talk of sending 
sisters to Nandom and preparations made 

towards this end. It is the day we have all 
been looking forward to and excitement runs 
high. Many good wishes accompany us as, at 
last, we drive away with Bishop Bertrand for 
the new Mission which already numbers 15,000 
converts, who for many years have been plead- 
ing for White Sisters. 

It was a beautiful day, not too warm for the 
season. As we drove over the rough roads 
common in Africa, some stomachs protested 
against the jolting and bouncing; but gayety 
and joy were not thereby diminished. We were 
forced to make several stops, one time for a 
family of monkeys that stood in the middle of 
the road to gaping at us as a strange sight, and 
then calmly continued on their way. 

Twenty-five minutes before arriving at Nan- 
dom we passed groups of people, gathered 
before their huts, shouting words of greeting 
and joy. On entering the village, the road to 
the Mission was lined with men, women and 
children. Some bicycles, decorated with flowers 
conducted us along the way. As the din of 
guns and shouts went up, Our two hands were 
not enough to greet all who clamored to bid 


On the White Fathers’ 
porch the Chief 
of the village and his 
minister give the occasion 


official approval. 


us welcome. The Chief of the village and his 
minister were on the porch of the White 
Fathers to give the occasion official approval. 
We never expected such a welcome! 

By this time it was one o'clock and, as we 
had not eaten since early morning, we were 
happy to accept the kind invitation of the 
White Fathers to dinner. Afterwards we were 
taken to our Convent, which is large and very 
white, with its fresh coat of whitewash. 
Hardly had we arrived when crowds began 
to assemble at the door. Though Father Super- 
ior had arranged for them to come at three 
o'clock, they were too eager to see the Sisters 
and give their presents to wait. One presented 
a goat, another a chicken, others brought baskets 
of rice, wheat, millet and yams, all of which 
were treasures for these poor people. A place 
for the chickens had to be improvised and a 
room set aside to receive so many gifts . . . 
enough to begin housekeeping. The African 
Sisters graciously offered their assistance to take 
care of the gifts, leaving us free to greet and 
become acquainted with the people, and to 
thank them for their kindness. 


Finally, as the sun set, the crowd began to 
disperse, leaving us free to arrange our new 
home. The next day was Sunday and we were 
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Sunday attendance at the High 
Mass at Nandom. Each year 
new converts enter the Church 
and in greater proportion than 
young missionaries are available 
to adequately care for their 
Spiritual needs. Why? The 
harvest is there ready to be 
gathered. Will it wither and 
die? That's your problem, 
young reader. The future of the 
Catholic Church in Africa will 
be what the present generation 
will decide; either to strengthen 
its foundations or to bypass it. 


at the Mission church for the six o'clock Mass. 
What an impressive sight! Even at this early 
hour the church was crowded; the men on one 
side, the women on the other, and the children 
packed in the space left between the first row 
and the Communion rail. At the moment of 
Communion, two catechists came forward to 
guide the people in an orderly way to the rail 
where three Fathers distributed the Sacred Host 
for nearly a half hour. During this time, a 
Teacher intoned hymns which the entire con- 
gregation joined in singing. I cannot say that 
all was in unison or that it was harmonious; 
but they sang with so much faith to thank and 
praise God that one overlooked the discords, 
so sincere were they in what they were singing. 
At the second and third Mass, the same spec- 
tacle was repeated. 


At the High Mass, one would have liked to 
push out the walls to make room for the many, 
many people who were crowded into a space 
that was much too small to accommodate them, 
though the church itself is quite large. In a 
moving sermon, His Excellency spoke of his 
joy to welcome the Sisters to the country of the 
Dagari. He compared it to the last great occa- 
sion at Nandom: the ordination of their first 
priest. He told of the hopes he placed in the 
Sisters to help the Fathers lead all souls to God. 

The convent was blest after the Mass. At this 


ceremony, the Bishop thanked our Mother 
General publicly for having sent us to Nandom. 
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The Chief, being present, added a few words 
of welcome. “The Sisters,” he said, “that will 
now be with us, will begin by opening a school 
and later there will be a dispensary and a 
maternity hospital; so that, our people no 
longer will be obliged to go twenty-five miles 
to Dissin or Jirapa to be cared for. 


After he concluded his address, there were 
shrieks and a general din that expresses the joy 
of the Africans. Finally the crowd, happy with 
the ceremony, began to leave for home. 


Our house all decorated looked very nice, 
since His Excellency had spared nothing to 
make this an occasion to be remembered. 
Brother Lorenzo had put his whole heart and 
all his talents into the construction of the 
building. The people of Nandom contributed 
to the construction of our convent by giving 
of their time and labor, as many as three hun- 
dred women came to help. The plan is simple, 
which lends to its charm. There are two wells, 
a fact to be appreciated; one near by to serve 
for the house, the other about 300 feet away, 
to serve for the school. 


Every day people come with sores and all 
kinds of diseases to receive treatment. Many 
take our house for the maternity hospital that 
has been promised and for which they wait 
impatiently. How one would like to be able to 
do something to relieve all these needs; but for 
the moment we can only smile encouragement 
and hope. 


Mother Isaac Jogues 
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A FIRST GLIMPSE AT CIVILIZATION 


Two old women who had just arrived from the bush stood gazing open-mouthed 


at the convent. A Sister went out and greeted them in their own language. This surprised 
them and they marveled at every word she said. They were afraid to approach too near 
the house, fearing, no doubt, that it would collapse upon them. 


Sister opened the door and invited them to enter. But they turned and ran away. 
Looking back, they changed their minds and trembling all over they decided to go in. 
The pictures on the wall were objects of their wonder and admiration; but when they 
saw the stairway, their astonishment was really comical to see. 


When Sister explained to them that she and the other Sisters had left their 


parents and country to care for them, they expressed their gratitude and promised to 
return with their friends. May their visit to the mission be an occasion to awaken in 


their hearts a desire for the Truth. 


STUDYING THE “RAB PEOPLE 
AT TUNIS 


{ Concluded } 


language and mannerisms of a country to under- 
stand its people. So she studies the religion, 
history and laws of the different tribes. She 
becomes well versed on the asceticism, mysti- 
cism and beliefs of the Mohammedan religion. 
She follows their liturgical cycle and shows her- 
self to be interested in the various feasts, noting 
their particular significance and purpose, and 
through her numerous visits to the homes, she 
becomes acquainted with the life and conditions 
of the people with whom she will work. 

By the time she has completed her studies, 
she has acquired a certain knowledge of the 
people and the environment in which she will 
live. It is still far from being complete, how- 
ever. The adaptation to a civilization so differ- 
ent from ours is the work of a lifetime. But it 
has opened new horizons to her which, until 
now, she had never dreamt existed; it gave 
direction to her labors and put her on guard 
against errors she must avoid. The young 
religious, full of enthusiasm but completely 
lacking in judgment and restraint, appreciates 
the training she has been given before being 
asked to burden responsibilities. She knows 
now what is expected of her, the difficulties to 
face and how to solve them and she is confident 
of the future. Her wholehearted devotion and 
service has its immediate and visible returns in 
the loving trust she receives from the Arabs and 
in knowing that they are leading better lives 
because of her. 

She had her reward too when His Eminence 
the Cardinal Tisserant, Prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation for the Oriental Churches, sent a 
letter of appreciation to the Mother General on 
the occasion of his visit to Tunisia: 

“The Sacred Congregation has had _ the 
opportunity to ascertain and to fully appreciate 
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the good that is being accomplished in the 
houses maintained by the White Sisters in 
Tunisia. It wishes to make known, to the Very 
Reverend Mother, its complete satisfaction with 
the activities it maintains in this field which 
presents so many problems because of the diffi- 
culty to reach the hearts of the people, but 
who have, nevertheless, cost the blood of Our 
Redeemer. The Sacred Congregation wishes, 
at this time, to encourage the Very Reverend 
Mother to continue to furnish the apostolate 
with well prepared subjects, which will assure 
fruitful results, even though they may not be 
fully appreciated until some time in the future.” 
Sr. Paul Serge, W. S. 


A TRIP IN THE TROPICS 
{ Concluded } 


your umbrella under your arm and you sit on 
the rest of your belongings. Your neighbors 
come a quarter of an inch nearer. Six heads 
and shoulders push their way in at the back of 
the lorry but can go no farther. The situation 
becomes tense, everybody is looking at the poor 
Sister in the corner who is taking up so much 
room, and fervently saying the rosary and at 
the same time wishing she had paid two shil- 
lings fare. Finally when the driver's voice 
becomes louder and angrier two or three timid 
children jump to their mothers’ necks leaving a 
few square inches vacant. With one leap the 
newcomers all land in the same square inches 
with such force that their neighbors are thrown 
up into the air; and the lorry is on its way, 
although the battle in the back is just beginning. 

As you finish your rosary you cannot help 
but think of the streamliners and cars which 
speed across America and you ask yourself if 
the passengers with all their comfort are any 
happier than you, a missionary, in the tropics. 

Sister Mary James, W. S. 
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TROPICS 


HE DISTANCE FROM NDALA to Tabora is 
Tony about forty miles which in America is 

only a short spin after supper; but in our 
part of the world, where civilization is at its 
dawn, we begin thinking about the trip a month 
in advance. If you need a new pair of shoes or 
have to have a tooth pulled out, every morning 
you say to yourself, “One of these days I'll 
have to go to Tabora, but there's no hurry.” 
Finally, when the tooth or the shoes cannot 
wait any longer you say, “Tomorrow I'll go to 
Tabora.” In the evening the immediate prep- 
aration begins . . . about six o'clock you take 
a walk over to the Hindu shops and direct 
your steps towards one who has a motor lorry. 
Immediately the owner rushes out to meet you 
with a smile, thinking that you have come to 
buy something. After the usual greetings plus 
inquiries about the health of his wife and chil- 
dren you break the ice by asking, ‘Are you 
going to Tabora tomorrow morning?” In fact, 
he goes every morning, but you needed an 
introduction. His smile begins to disappear as 
he nods ‘Yes.’ The truth is that in gratitude 
for the care that the Sisters give their wives 
and children, the Hindus feel they cannot accept 
the Sister's fare. But they do not like them to 
take advantage of their charity too often. At 
any rate you dare to add, “Will you have room 
to take me along?”’ Another nod and you ask, 
“At what time will you be leaving?” “At 
seven o'clock sharp, Sister.” You bow your 
thanks and go back home to wait for the 
morning. 

On getting up at four-thirty you put your 
luggage at the door . . . just in case. You can 
pray quietly until about six o'clock or so, but 
after that you must keep your ears open; for 
although the Hindu had said seven o'clock 
sharp, he really meant anytime between six and 
eight o'clock. When you hear the first grunt of 
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Hindu lorries also carry the mail. This photo was taken 
at a scheduled rest stop. 


the motor, you grab your bags and run for 
the lorry. 

People are climbing on . . . again you bow 
to the owner and ask if there is room for you. 
He looks a bit embarrassed and says his grand- 
mother is ill and must go to Tabora, but if you 
can wait until tomorrow there will be plenty 
of room in the front for you. You answer that 
you cannot wait, but that you do not mind 
getting in the back. He looks relieved and calls 
to the boy to help you in. 

It is a bit complicated with your luggage 
and your umbrella in case it rains and your sun 
hat in case it does not. But finally you are 
in and sit in the first empty space. But every- 
body says, “Oh no, Sister, you can’t stay there; 
it’s much too dusty. There is a good place in 
the corner.’’ So you crawl over twenty or thirty 
people with their children and hens and corn 
and settle down in the corner. A dozen or 
more people get on and off you go. Everybody 
tries to settle down . . . each managing to find 
a tiny space, that is to say, for everything except 
their legs which never merit consideration in a 
Hindu lorry . . . either the person concerned 
sits on them or somebody else sits on them. 

You are just beginning to think travelling 
in a lorry is not so unpleasant after all, when 
there are a few jerks and a stop. Six more 
passengers are waiting to get on. Everybody 
looks at the floor trying hard not to see the new- 
comers, but they are soon shaken from their 
contemplation by the booming voice of the 
driver, “Push over — you people at the back 
— there's plenty of room.’ Nobody moves. 
Your neighbors reply indignantly, ‘How can 
we push over, do you expect us to crush the 
Sister? Look she has hardly room to breathe.” 
You pretend not to hear, but you make yourself 
as small as possible, put your hat on your head, 


{ Concluded on the opposite page } 
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missions in 
AFRICA 
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